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Election/Restrictions 

1 . Restriction to one of the following inventions is required under 35 U.S. C. 121 : 

I. Claims 1 and 2, drawn to an apparatus for simulating a right side and left side 
pulse and correlated heart beat of an animal, classified in class 1 19, subclass 174. 

II. Claims 3 and 4, drawn to a method for teaching the proper use of a stethoscope, 
classified in class 600, subclass 502. 

III. Claims 5-7, drawn to a system, apparatus and method of visually, acoustically and 
tactually simulating animal, including human, parameters to emulate a desired 
condition, classified in class 434, subclass 262. 

2. The inventions are distinct, each from the other because of the following reasons: 
Inventions I and II are related as subcombinations disclosed as usable together in a single 

combination. The subcombinations are distinct from each other if they are shown to be 
separately usable. In the instant case, invention II has separate utility such as using the 
stethoscope for animals and humans and sensing conditions other than pulse and heart rate, such 
as lung function. Although the method could be used with the invention of Group I it is not 
limited to that use, nor does it require the simulator described in the invention of Group I. See 
MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct for the reasons given above and have 
acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their different classification, restriction for 
examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

Invention III is prima facie an independent and distinct invention from I and II due to the 
recitations of distinct and specific structure. The inventions are distinct from each other if they 
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are shown to be separately usable. In the instant case, invention III has separate utility such as 
the simulation of a plurality of conditions other than the simulation of pulse and heart rate. The 
invention of Group III may be used to simulate any desired condition with visual, acoustic and 
tactual sections, such as the simulation of gas flow through an intestine, not limited to animal 
species or to the simulation of just pulse and heart rate, as described in Group II. The invention 
of Group III also may simulate conditions other than those for which a stethoscope is properly 
indicated, as described in Group I. See MPEP § 806.05(d). Because these inventions are distinct 
for the reasons given above and have acquired a separate status in the art as shown by their 
different classification, restriction for examination purposes as indicated is proper. 

3. Applicant is advised that the reply to this requirement to be complete must include an 
election of the invention to be examined even though the requirement be traversed (37 CFR 
1.143) 



Conclusion 

Please refer to 37 CFR 1.6(d) and 1.8(a)(2) for filing limitations concerning facsimile 
transmissions and mailing, respectively. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 

examiner should be directed to John L Sotomayor whose telephone number is 703-305-4558. 

The examiner can normally be reached on 7:30-4.00 M-F. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jessica Harrison can be reached on 703-308-2217. The fax phone numbers for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-308-7768 for regular 
communications and 703-308-7768 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-305-4558. 
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